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Guiding	
  Student	
  Revision	
  	
  

*  Theory: 	
  	
  
*  Empower	
  
*  Demystify	
  
*  Identify	
  Power	
  Structures	
  
*  Create	
  Safe	
  Environment	
  

•  Practice:	
  
•  Multiple	
  drafts	
  
•  Text-­‐specific	
  feedback	
  
•  Conferences	
  >	
  written	
  

feedback	
  
•  Questions	
  >	
  directives	
  
•  Avoid	
  appropriating	
  

students’	
  text	
  
	
  



*  Peter	
  Elbow:	
  
*  Students	
  are	
  measurably	
  stronger	
  writers	
  when	
  they	
  are	
  

given	
  the	
  chance	
  to	
  take	
  greater	
  ownership	
  of	
  their	
  
work	
  and	
  ideas.	
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Empowering	
  students	
  to	
  take	
  
ownership	
  of	
  their	
  writing	
  



*  Patricia	
  Bizzell:	
  
*  When	
  we	
  give	
  students	
  the	
  opportunity	
  to	
  “analyze	
  

academic	
  discourse	
  conventions	
  in	
  such	
  a	
  way	
  as	
  to	
  
demystify	
  them,	
  we	
  prepar[e]	
  previously	
  marginalized	
  
students	
  to	
  speak	
  with	
  powerful	
  voices	
  against	
  the	
  
mainstream.”	
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Demystifying	
  academic	
  discourse	
  
conventions	
  	
  



*  Henry	
  Giroux:	
  
*  Writing	
  pedagogy	
  that	
  has	
  students	
  engage	
  with	
  the	
  power	
  

structures	
  that	
  are	
  most	
  immediate	
  to	
  them	
  can	
  have	
  a	
  
transformative	
  effect,	
  especially	
  for	
  students	
  from	
  diverse	
  
and	
  disadvantaged	
  backgrounds	
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Having	
  students	
  identify	
  power	
  structures,	
  
even	
  those	
  within	
  the	
  writing	
  classroom	
  	
  



*  National	
  Council	
  of	
  Teachers	
  of	
  English’s	
  belief	
  about	
  
the	
  teaching	
  of	
  writing:	
  
*  “[i]n	
  order	
  to	
  provide	
  quality	
  opportunities	
  for	
  student	
  

writing,	
  teachers	
  must...	
  create	
  a	
  [classroom	
  
environment	
  where]	
  students	
  are	
  willing	
  to	
  write	
  freely	
  
and	
  at	
  length."	
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Creating	
  a	
  safe	
  environment	
  where	
  
students	
  feel	
  comfortable	
  writing	
  freely	
  	
  



Actually	
  responding	
  to	
  student	
  
writing:	
  the	
  nuts	
  and	
  bolts	
  

*  Dana	
  Ferris’s	
  “Best	
  Practices”	
  
*  Avoid	
  appropriating	
  students’	
  texts	
  
*  Questions	
  >	
  directive	
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“Opportunities”	
  and	
  Questions	
  
vs.	
  

	
  Directives	
  and	
  Injunctions	
  

Avoiding	
  Appropriation	
  



“Opportunities”	
  and	
  Questions	
  



“Opportunities”	
  and	
  Questions	
  



“Opportunities”	
  and	
  Questions	
  



*  Richard	
  Haswell:	
  
*  Detailed,	
  text-­‐specific	
  feedback=good	
  
*  Saying	
  too	
  much=risks	
  losing	
  student’s	
  attention	
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A	
  Challenge:	
  Saying	
  Too	
  Much	
  



*  These	
  are	
  some	
  teaching	
  practices	
  that	
  work	
  for	
  me.	
  	
  
*  What	
  works	
  for	
  you?	
  

What	
  works	
  for	
  you?	
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